
Panamá - Being the first kid at Casa 
Providencia (CP) (Jennifer and I argue over 
that title because we both arrived the same 
day – but I touched the building first) my 
perspective of the last 7 years might be a 
little different from whatever they’ve been 
feeding you!
 My very first clear memory in my 
life was when I arrived at CP. I don’t 
remember the months on an old mattress in a 
dirty shelter next to the river. Nor do I 
remember almost being washed away when 
that river rose 30 ft after a rainstorm. My first 
clear memory in life was when I was wheeled 
out of a van at CP and was greeted by an 
extremely energetic gringo named Señor 
Matéo standing next to a large Panamanian 
named Eduardo. I’ll never forget lfjls

the gentle giant, Eduardo, saying, “Welcome 
to your new home.” I had already fallen in 
love with Señora Ari, as she rode in the van 
holding me and praying over me on the way 

to CP. However, the hyper gringo kind of 
freaked me out! I was relieved to find out 
that I’m not alone. He freaks everybody out! 
He means well.
 It’s just that the first thing Sr. Mateo 
did with Jennifer and me – keep in mind, 
both of us have severe cerebral palsy – was 
to put us in these two 20 ft tall swings that he 
and Eduardo had just installed. As I 
nervously looked over at Jennifer flying 15 ft 
high through the air, I saw the biggest smile I 
would ever see in my life. I got used to 
seeing that smile every time Sr. Matéo was 
around her. I gotta admit; the swings were 
fun – completely inappropriate for special-
needs kids – but fun! As CP filled up with 
kids and the swings became too dangerous, 
Sr. Mateo’s wife, Sra. Misty, quietly had 
them taken down. Thank God for Sra. Misty!
 OK. Since I’ve been commissioned 
to share highlights over the first 7 years at 
CP. I need to get crackin’!
 
 2018 CP opened and it was an 
exciting year! It seemed like every few 
weeks a new kid would arrive. By Christmas, 
there were 8 of us getting showered with 
presents and being a little scared of Eduardo 
dressed in a red suit wearing a fake beard. 
Most of us had never even heard of 
Christmas before that year. Oh, I also 
overheard Ari one day saying that Heart’s 
Cry Family Services (their adoption/foster 
agency in Panama City) had finalized 3 
adoptions that year!
 
 In 2019 I learned about the bitter-
sweet reality that some of my CP friends will 
be placed in a forever family. Amy was 
reunited with her grandmother and Jesús was 
adopted that year. Even though this was all 

explained to me and I was happy for them, I 
was also sad to see them go. I also wondered 
if I would ever go to a forever family. 
Anyway, I rarely have time to sit around 
feeling sorry for myself. Between all the PT, 
OT, Speech Therapy, school, daily activities 
and visiting teams, I stay busy and my 
relationship with Jesus grows stronger each 
day. By Christmas there were 13 of us! Oh, 
Sr. Matéo and Eduardo built a wheelchair 
swing on our playground. He’s always trying 
to convince caregivers to push the kids 
higher. I keep a close eye on Sr. Matéo when 
Sra. Misty isn’t with him.
 

 In 2020 sweet baby Esther went to 
go be with Jesus. She made so many people 
look to Jesus. Even though she was 2 when 
she died, she definitely heard, “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant” at the Pearly 
Gates. Then, all of a sudden, everybody 
started wearing masks for some reason…
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I mean EVERYBODY. I heard Ari say 
“COVID Fence” a lot, and then I noticed 
caregivers staying at CP for 2-week periods 
and sleeping there. Even with the country 
being totally locked down, Casa Kid - 
Maynor - went to be with a foster family and 
we received 2 more kids. 15 of us got 
Christmas presents that year! Santa 
(Eduardo) Clause even wore a mask. 
Ridiculous.

 In 2021 all of us Casa Kids caught a 
mild cold called COVID at about the same 
time. We were a little sick for 3 days and 
then all better. Weird, but after Raul caught 
that cold, he stopped having seizures! Oh, 
everybody still wore masks, which was 
annoying. In spite of Panama’s strict COVID 
lock down, we received 2 more special-needs 
orphans at CP and 17 Casa Kids got to 
celebrate Christmas! I have spastic cerebral 
palsy with little dexterity in my hands, but 
my feet are pretty good. I used my foot to 
snatch the mask right off the face of Santa 
“Eduardo” Clause. Ridiculous. You 
obviously can’t “Ho Ho Ho” with a mask on. 
I didn’t feel bad or apologize for snatching.

 

 I remember in 2022 this famous 
artist with long hair named Jared Emerson 
came to CP with his entourage, and everyone 
got super excited. He painted a huge smiling 
face of Jesus in 9 minutes WITH JUST HIS 
HANDS! It was the most amazing thing I 
have ever seen. Then, after he finished, he 
came right up to ME with tears in his eyes 
and asked if I would put my footprint on the 
painting. I was scared that I would jerk and 
mess up his work of art, but I made a perfect 
footprint!
 That year, two kids were placed in 
foster care, 2 adoptions were finalized and 
we received 2 more special-needs orphans at 
CP. There were 19 stockings to fill at 

Christmas! Everyone was afraid to wear a 
mask around me. GOOD! 
 Also, that Christmas, a brilliant and 
wonderful man named Osmundo showed up 
to CP with an electric wheelchair he made 
just for me! Knowing I was better with my 
feet, he built it with the drive toggle located 
in front of the footrest! For the first time in 
my life I can go where I want, all by myself.

 

 
 2023 was the year that Mission 
Teams started coming back to CP, and boy 
they came with GUSTO! It still blows me 
away that people who live in the greatest 
country on Earth would want to come to 
Panama and spend time with us! I LOVE it 
when teams come. It makes me feel wanted 
and special when they’re here. 
 That year we found out that Hilaria, 
my BFF, has as rare terminal genetic disease 
called Alfa Manosidosis. Remember 
Jennifer, who arrived the same day I did? 
2023 was the year of Jennifer’s Quiceañera 
(Huge celebration when a girl turns 15 in 
Latin America)! She looked BEAUTIFUL in 
her white dress and her hair was a work of 
art. She wore her famous smile all day long! 
I also remember a beautiful little girl arriving 
at CP named Jelin. 4 months later she got 
sick, went to hospital and soon went to be 
with Jesus. This was a surprise and a 
crushing blow for everyone at CP. Two 
verses gave me comfort then:

“Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are 
a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.” - James 4:14

And…
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.” 
- Philippians 1:21

 In 2024, my BFF, Hilaria, went The 
United States of America on an Airplane!!!  I 
think the reason had to do with seeing a 
specialist on Alfa Manosidosis, and it was a 
miracle that Sra. Misty was able to obtain 
everything she needed for the trip. Whatever 
the reason, Hilaria got dressed up like the 
Statue of Liberty and got on the plane to the 

USA! All of us here at CP kept in contact 
with Hilaria and followed her every move. 
Señor Matéo even let her ride a horse at their 
farm in NC! He’s not right. Hilaria came 
back and told everybody it was awesome, but 
“it’s too cold” “too many people”! Hilaria is 
such a LEGEND!
 On another note, Family Services 
finalized 7 adoptions in 2024! NICE!

 

 2025 has been a great year so far. 
Already lots of awesome visiting teams have 
come with Sr. Mateo, who is forever looking 
for a sloth!  We received 4 new adorable 
baby girls completing Phase 1, had our 7th 
anniversary party for CP and got a very 
special visit from Panama’s First Lady! I still 
don’t understand how she is the First Lady 
since I have seen much older ladies in 
Panama. But, whatever, she still seemed very 
important. Craziest thing of all is that, along 
with Sr. Mateo and Ari, I was her tour guide 
around the building! 
 What I saw in the First Lady’s face 
is the same expression I see with everyone 
who comes to Casa Providencia. They are 
seeing and feeling the overwhelming 
presence of God… plain and simple. It’s 
disarming. It’s emotional. It’s joyful! Trust 
me. I feel it everyday.
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